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NUMBERS 23. 10, the latter part of the verſe 


Let me aye the death of the righteoas, and let my 
laſt end be like his. 


Hat Balaam, whoſe words theſe ate, preciſely 
| meant by them, and whither, as ſome learned 
Men ſuppoſe, [Grot. in loc. ] he had reſpect in them onl 
to the temporal promiſes ot the Jewith Law, by whic 
good Men ſtem to have been ſecut'd againſt violent and 
untimely Deaths, is not very material here to enquire. 
It is enough, for my preſent purpoſe, that that holy 
Spirit, by which Balaam ſpake, may be very reaſonably 
preſum'd to have had a much larger and nobler pro- 
ſpect, a much higher mcaning Ind intention, in them; 


and that, according to the natural and unforced {crrte of . 


the words themſelves, to dye the death of the righteous mult 
lignify to dye, exactly in the fame circumſtances and 
condition, in reſpect of death conſider'd purely as death, 
in which a righteous Man dyeth: and to have our laff 
end like bis muſt either auit che lame thing with dying 
his death Death being frequently call'd in Scripture Man's 
laſt or. latter end ) or elſe it may farther denote our un- 
dergoing the ſame ſentence at the day of Judgment, and 
having the ſane lot and portion that he ſhall (the word, 
which we here tranſlate laſt end, ſignifying ſometimes 
the fiaal iſſue and eveitt, the ultimate refultand upſnot 


of things, as alſo the wages and rewards of them.) But 


{t is needleſs to contend. which of theſe ſenſes ſhall take 


place, ſince in reality and effect they are both the ſame, 


aud do virtually and implicicly comprehend cach other. 
For he, and gone But he,; who adyetb a righreoms man's 
death, ſhall. have a righteous Man's judgment, and be 
partaket in a rightcous Man's tewards. ne 

The entite ſenſe then of this will may he ety 


mm'd up in theſe following words, O may it fo hap- 
22 hen to me, that, when I come to dye, I may both in 
ie hour of my death, and in whatever is to come after 
, fare juſt fo as the righteous Man ſhall. 5 
The words thus explain'd offer me a fair oppottuni- 
y, of enquiring | 1 
Firſt, Why it is ſuch a deſtrable thing to dye a rigb- 
ly eous Man's death, 5 e — | 
qd | Secondly, How they ought to live who expect and de- 
ly ire ſo to dye, and 


* 


| Laftly, Of carneſtly exhorting you all to uſe your ut- 
d 55. erideavours, fo to live, that ye may not fail of ſo 
Ping. 1 | 
: FP, hy it is ſuch a deſirable thing to dye a righteous 
ant death: and for this the Scriptures have given us a- 
undance of very plain and convincing Reaſons,, viz. 
decauſe the end of that man is peace; he bath hope in bis death; 
RF. 37. 37. to him 70 dye is gain; tis to be preſent ith the 
erd, Prov. 14. 32. to be with him in Paradiſe, Phil. 1.21, 


ords, to be immediately admited into a very great and 
lorious State of Happineſs, Luk. 23. 43. 16. 22. and, if 
ot the very greateſt of all (which probably ſhall not be 
nerd upon, till after the general judgment) yet a ſure 
nd infallible pledge of that, a ſtate only interior to that. 
cath, which we are all apt to be ſo much afraid of, and 
hich tothe unrighceous Man is indeed a 5 terrors, 
sto the righteous Man not terrible at all. But, under 
what notion ſocver we conſider it ( whether as it is our 
eaving this preſent World, as it is a ſeparation of our 
ouls and Bodies, or as it is our entrance upon a new and 
inchangcable ſtate of things) it can never come too 
ſoon, or be an unatceptable and welcome gueſt to ſuck 
„„ | FR 
Firſt, Let us conſider it, as it is our leaving this preſent 
World, a place fo dear to the generaiity of Mankind, 
that they think it impoſſible they can ever make too 
| [much of it, or cling too faſt to it. A place, which they 
| RS | cannot 


vo wy Ty 


VO ow. O- Wo. SS CY». TP WH: - Yuko #5 


bh 


o be comforted in Abraham's boſom, &c that is, it other 


. A TROP Tf . Ws £4, 


P 


24 


r N 


— . ———————— . — 2 


2 — và—— 


, 


| (4) 1 
cannot bear ſo much as e of leaving, wit ß 1 
out the utmoſt tegret and reluQancy imaginable, muct: K 
{cſs can actually take their leaves of, without becomin 15 | 
all over amazement, horror and diſtraction. A placd. x” 
which they muſt be even violently fotc'd and torn from * 
again all their ſtrongeſt inclinations and affections, o | 
which, if they do ſeem to give up at laſt, it is only be ap 
cauſe they cannot help it, and find it invain to ſtruggli ce 
for it any longer. 1 
Bur, bleſſed be God, the cafe is quite otherwiſe with*"E 
the righteous Man: He has been taught and convinc'd * 
from the very beginning of his life, at leaſt of his ſgjri vs 
tual life, that he was not to expect here an abiding city 
hut to look upon himſelf as a Pilgrim and a Stranger oy 
lyable to be ſummon'd hence to his Father's houſe in l | 
far diſtant Country, at an hour when perhaps he may}: 10 
not think of it, nay, it may be, in a moment, in ths: 
twinkling of an eye, without ſo much as the leaſt warn 7 ar" 
Ig, in the midſt of his hcalth, and in the flower of hi . 7 
ge. 
And accordingly, he has made it his great care not tc Ke 
ſet his affettions upon this world or the things of it, bur tc 5 
wean and take them off from them, as much as poffibly ** © 
ne could; to live above them, and to fit looſe to them; 
to uſe the World indeed, but not to abuſe it, knowing that 
t be faſhion of it paſſeth away. 
He has been mindful likewiſe of ſetting his houſe 1 
order, and diſpoſing his worldly Affairs ſo, that they va 
may not trouble him, when he cometh ro dye. He has 2 
with infinite ſatisfaction, reposd every thing, that 1: * 
moſt dear to him here, in the arms of God's wiſe and 
ood Providence, and caſt all his care upon one, whe 7 
ie is ſure, careth for him. And, as for that ſpiritual h 
work, which God had givin him to do here, he has long 


ret 


dince made that his chief concern and buſineſs. He has 0 
been careful ro work in the day, well knowing that 20 10 
nig bt would come, when no man can work ; he has finiſh'd bi 
courſe, he has kept the faith: his loyns are girded about, _ 
. 7 
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T s lights burning: and he himſelf is as one waiting for 
7; Summonsout of this World, in which, if God ſo 
; pinks fir, he has nothing more to do. ge 
Ja 0 Beſides, he has all along liv'd under a right notion 
ha d apprehenſton of this preſent World; as of a place, 
here a Man may be ſure that he ſhall meet with a great 
> be cal of folid and fubſtantial trouble, but little, very 
| cle, true and real pleaſure; a place full of ſnares and 
SB emptations for good Men, where they are always in 
„anger, without the utmoſt caution, of making ſhip- 


1 oy reck of their vertue and hope of ſalvation, and where 


_ nuch fear, jealouſy, reſervedneſs, reſtraint and unea- 
«4 ineſs; a place, where not improbably he has been ill 
y sd, and perſecuted for his righteouſneſs ſake : ar leaſt, 
Kifficulty, thro the oppoſitions and contradictions of 
Sinners, and where, by dwelling amongſt ſich, he has 
1ad his righteous ſoul vex'd, from day to day, with ſeeing 
and hearing their unlawful deeds. 
But, above all: he is poſſeſꝰd with a firm and unſha- 
ken belief that, whenever he ſhall be taken out of this 
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= more happy and deſirable : that Death ſhall not put an 


4,4end to his being, or deprive him of all his pleaſtresand 
enjoy ments, but that it ſhall only change them for ſuch, 
as are unſpeakably better: and chat he ſhall have a rich 
ey amends made hin in the Life to come, for thoſe few 
26 valuable things, ſuch as good Friends, Relations, Cc. 
ig which he has been forc'd to leave behind him in this 
nal World. 5 

hdd And what now can any Man fee, in this Character 
all of the righteous Man, that ſhould incline him to believe 
7g] that his departure out of this World will be in the leaſt, 
55 terrible or uneaſy to him? ſurely it is much more rea- 
4 ſonable to conclude from it, that ſuch an one will, as it 
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57 is expreſod in the book of Job, rejoice exceedingly. and be 


1C 


glad when be can find the grave, when he can have leave 
| 3 EQ 


.onſequently they have been forced to converſe, with 


here he has been put to it to make his way, with much 


World, he ſhall be tranſlated into another infinitely 
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tay, that have long liv'd together in ſo cloſe and inti 
mate an union, that, for this fifty or threeſcore years 0 


to it, and the cauſe of innumerable temptations, pains, 


7 


to retire from this Sink of Sin and Miſery, and to gait 


a peaceful and ſecure retreat, within thoſe bleſſed Re 
ligions, where all his cares, all his fears, and all his da 
pr ſhall ceaſe together: where his time of Tryal an- 
robation ſhall be happily over, the high prize of hi 
calling ſecur'd, beyond all danger of looſing it again 
and his Rewards already begun, in a very glorious,th 
improving, State of pure and endleſs Felicity. 
Secondly, Let us conſider Death, as it is a ſeparation 
of our Souls and Bodies; two dear companions you” 


more, perhaps, they have never bcen ſo much as on 
moment ablent from each other. And muſt theſe part 
at laſt 2 certainly this muſt needs be a very ſad and me- 


lancholly parting. A ſad parting, no doubt, to them, 
who have wholely or chiefly, given themſelves up t 
badily plcaſures, and liv'd altogether a Lite of fleſh anc 
ſenſe, and never had any true reliſh of a rational, ſpi 
ritual and divine Life; and who conſequently, when 
they Pur off their bodies, muſt neceſſarily put off al! 
hopes of Happineſs with them. But, by no means ſad 
to a righteous Man, who has made it his conſtant buſi- 
nels to keep under his body and to bring it into ſubjection, to 
live abfradtedly and ſpiritually, and to have his converſation 


n Haven; and who, by ſo doing, has fitted and pre- 


par'd himſelf for that pure and ſpiritual Life, which he 
knew he muſt enter upon, as ſoon as ever he ſhould be 
{tripp'd of his body. Nay, ſo far from fad to him, to 
whom his Body has bcen all along a troubleſome and 
ungovernable Subiect, a mighty clog and hindrance to 
all the affairs of his Soul, a pertect priſon aud reſtraiut 


Gifhcultics and diſorders that it is utterly inconceivable 
to reaſon, that he ſhould not be very well plcas'd to be 
releagd from it: to be ſet free at once from all taeſeevils 
and uueaſineſſes, and to be put into a full and perfect 
iiberty of perſuing the natural aims and deſires 4 is 
ien 5 2 dul, 
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Soul, without any, the leaſt, let or interruption, for 
evermore. Belides, even in meer kindnels to his body, 
he cannor bur be willing to part with it; becauſe he 
knows affuredly that his parting with it, for a little 
while, will be for its infinite gain and advantage: aud 
that, aſter a ſhort time, he ſhall receive it again tor ever 
ſo ſpiricualiz'd and refin'd above what it was, that it ſhal 
never more he any trouble or incumbrance to him. He 
lays it down, in a ſure and certain hope of its Reſurre- 
Etion to Life again, when, tho it was ſown in corrupt ion, 
it ſhall be raid in incorrupt ion, tho it Was ſown in deſhonour > 
it ſhal be rais*din glory, I Cor. 15. tho it wasſown in weaks 
weſs, it ſhall he raid in power, tho' it was ſown a natural 
body, it ſhall be raisd a ſpiritual body, tho it was once 
mortal, it ſhall now have put on immortality. 
Laſtly, if we conſider Heath, as it is our entrance up- 
on a new and unchangeable ſtate of things, we ſhall be 
ſo far from finding it unacceptable to a righteous Man, 
upon this account: that, to uſe the Apoltle's words, this 
is his hope, his joy, his crown of rejoycing. He can eaſi- 
ly acquiefce and be contented, under the other two no- 
tions of death, but in this he perfectly exults and tri- 
umphs; nay, it is this which mainly tupportsand com- 
forts him, under the two. And who indeed can forbear 
triumphing over death, that knows it to be to him only 
a ſhort dark paſſage into everlaſting glory? That knows 
it to be the gate of Paradiſe, tho a little ſtrait, and nar- 
row and difficult to paſs throꝰ; and the entrance into 
ſuch Joys, as eye never ſaw, ear never heard, and ſuch 
as are too big for the heart of man to conceive ? Revel. 
* 7.16, 17 21. 4. Oh bleſſed place! where all tears 
* ſhall be wip'd from our eyes, where there ſhall be no 
* more death, neither forrow nor crying, neither ſhall 
* there be any more pain : where we. ſhall hunger no more, 
N thirſt any more, neither ſhall the Sun light on 
* ts, nor any heat (nothing which may be in the leaſt 
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troubleſome or inconvenicnt tous) but we ſhalt pareakeo 


of 2. * fulneſs of joy, and of rivers of pleaſaæe, at God's 
bl 55 Ad: _ "right 
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(8) 
©right hand for evermore. Bleſſed God who would not 
ladly exchange this world, even tho” it were much more 
eſirable than it is, for ſuch a tranſcendently happy ſtate 
as this? Who would not rather part with ten thouſand 
bodies, if he had them, than be excluded from this glo- 
rious and blifsful Place, into which fleſh and blood can- 
not enter. Oh! who can poſſibly fear death, with ſuch 
an Heaven as this, at the end of it > Who would not 
mn long and defire thus to dye away into everlaſting 
Ife? 
But here perhaps ſome Men will be apt to ſay, that 
it isan eaſy matter to make Harangues, and ſay fine 
things, in the Theory, of the righteous Man's fearleſſ- 
neſs and contempt of death; but how doth this matter 
really ſtand in fact? Doth our experience convince us 
that _ Men, when they come to dye, are ſo perſect- 
Iv indifferent and unconcern'd,ſo full of peace, and hope 
and joy, as we have repreſented them? Or rather, doth 
it not convince us that many, that paſs with us for good 
Men, ſeem to be as timorous and apprehenſive of death, 
and to hanker after and be as fond of life, as other Men? 
And what account can we be able to give of this; or how 
can we make it confiſtent with what has been already 
ſaid upon this head? To this I anſwer, | 
Firſt, That the very higheſt things, which I have 
any where ſaid in this Diſcourſe, of the righteous Man's 
fearleſſneſs and contempt of Death, and of his peace, 
and hope and joy in it, have been many times actually 
exemplity'd in the deaths of good Men. Witneſs that 
Noble Army of Martyrs, who more cheerfully refigid 
their Lives, and theit Judges and Exceutioners could 
take them from them; who, in the midſt of their health 
and ſtrength and all other Circumſtances that might 
make life deſirable, voluntarily offer'd themſelves: to 
death, nay even courted it and ſought for it, as an high 
privilege and peculiar happineſs; and who, in the midft 
of the moſt lingring, painful and rormenting kinds of 
death, held our with the moſt undaunted courage ond 
« api | — e reſo- 
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reſolution, and at laſt expir'd, in ſmiles, in hymns of 
thanks and praiſe to God, in raptures and ecſtaſies. And, 
leaſt this ſhould be thought a very extraordinary caſe : 
Witneſs all thoſe many pious Souls, within our own 
knowledge ( more eſpecially within ours who are Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, and whoſe buſineſs it is to attend 
upon ſick and dying perſons) who have declar'd to us, 
both in word and deed, upon their death beds, their 
entire willingneſs to leave this preſent world, and inex- 
preſſible joy and comfort which they felt in the ho 
and proſpett of a better. And, if this be not always the 
caſe with thoſe, that appear to us to be righteous, there 
are, doubtlefs, very good reaſons to be aſſign'd for it, 
which will not in the leaſt derogate from that power, 
which I have attributed to Righteouſneſs, of arming us 
againſt the fears of death, nay and even making it eaſy 
and comfortable to us. As 
Firf, That we are often miſtaken in our accounts of 
Men, and take rhoſe for righteous, who, upon a very 
flight obſervation, outwardly appear to us to be ſo, who 
yet perhaps are guilty of ſuch ſecret fins, as make them 
know themſelves to be far otherwiſe. And then it is 
no wonder if theſe Men, when they come to dye, are 
very much diſturb'd and uneaſy, upon account of thoſe 
ſins, which, tho hidden from the eyes of all others, are 
ſo very legible to their own Conſciences. And this muſt 
needs appear very odd and ſtrange to us, while we are 
ignorant of the true cauſe of it, but anſwers it ſelf, as 
loon as ever rightly underſtood. 

Secondly, That among thoſe who really are, generally 
ſpeaking, good Men, there are but few, very few, that 
are ſo good as they ſhould be. But few, that do what 
they can and ought, to take of their affections from this 
world, to make up their accounts with it, and prepare 
themſelves for their departure out of it. But ew, that 
lead lives pretty much abſtracted from fleſh and ſenſe, 
and uſe their utmoſt endeavours, to give their minds rhe 
moſt deep and laſting Impreſſions, which they are able. 


ot 
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df the future and inviſible things of another World. 
And, this being to, it cannot poſſibly be otherwiſe, but 
that they muſt ſometimes be ſurpriz'd and diſorder'd by 
death; bur then this is apparently their own fault and 
not any dehciency in Righteouſneſs or Religion, whoſe 
Rules had they bur ſtrictly follow'd, as they might and 
ought to have done, they would not be, upon their 
Death-beds, in that hurry and confuſion, that concern 
and trouble, in which they too often find themſelves. 
And this Conſideration ſhould make us all, even the 
very beſt af us, extremely careful to think of, and live 
under a conſtant and habitual preparation for, death, in 
the time of our health and ſtrength ; that ſo we may be 
always ready, at what time ſoever our Lord ſhall call 
us, and have little elſe to do, than to refign our Souls 
into the hands of God, as into the hands of a moſt faith- 
tul Creator. 

Thirdly, This very often happens from bodily melan- 
choly, which is apt to make good Men think a great 
deal worle of their ſpititual State and Condition, than 
they really deſerve, and fo to fill them with unreaſon- 
able and groundleſs Fears, Jealouftes and ſufpicions con- 
cerning them; or elſe from the Diſtempers which bring 
them to their Death-beds, which frequently ſo diſpirit 
and enfeeble them, that they ſeem to have loſt all man- 
ner of heart and courage, and ro be even troubled and 
uncæſy: and theſe, which are only natural ind iſpoſiti- 
ons, ſome Men are very willing to miſconſtrue moral 
ones; or it may be from their concern for their poor 
families, who are like to looſe their main, if not only, 
numane ſtay and ſupport in them, and to be put to very 
great (traits and difficulties, when they are gone; or 

ſtly from the impreſſions which, at ſuch a time more 
eſpecially, the grief of their deareſt friends and relati- 
ons, which is ſo plainly to he heard and ſeen all about 
them, is apt to make upon them (a cruel and unſeaſon- 
able kindneſs this, in our friends, I muſt obferve by the 
way, however well meant, thus to diſcompoſe our 

F thoughts, 
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thoughts, and divide our affections, which ought now 


k wholly to he ſet Heaven-wards : thus to catch at us, and 

, hold us faſt, when we mult of neceſſity be going: and, 

10 by ſo doing, to make this laſt rag and conflict of nature, 

. in which, God knows, they ought much rather to aſ- 

{iſt than hinder us, ſtil] more and more difficult.) But 

. the ſame anſwer will ſerve to all theſe, viz. either that 

: theſe are accidental Circumſtances, not neceſſarily be- 

, longing to death, as death, and fo do not fall within 

> our preſent conſideration : or, that, fo far as they are 

- neceſſary, they take advantage of the weakneſſes and in- 

i firmities of good Men, and make them ſeem to own 

2 ſuch a fear of death, as they themſelves, in a ſound 

| ſtate of mind, would utterly deteſt and abhor. _ 

Is Laſtly, After we have ſaid all that we can, there is ſuch 

* a natural averſion in Men to death, reſulting from that 
intimate union, which is hetween our Souls and Bodies, 

. as it will be extremely difficult to ſuppreſs and conquer 


4 ſo far: that there ſhall] appear no manner of regret and 
reluctancy, even in good Men, when they come to dye. 


1. Nature will ſtruggle to the laſt, even whither we will 
* ot no, and this ſtruggle of hers may look fomething like 
8 an unwillingneſs in good Men to dye, when it really is 
it not ſo; as is plain from the declarations of good Men 
"© themſelves who, under all this ſtruggle and conffict of 
d nature, do frequently profels an entire willingneſs to be 
* diſſolvd, and, as far as ſuch a troubleſome conflict will 
al permit, give proof of the ſincerity of theſe their protet- 
T ſions, by all the ourward expreſſions of contentment, 
v, joy and ſatisfaction, that can in reaſon be expected. 
y ven St. Paul himſelt, who earneſtly deſir'd to be diſſolv d. 
Jr and to be with Chriſt, yet was ſo apprehenſive of forne, |} 
re ſort of trouble, that he muſt undergo in putting off his |} 
ti- body: that he wiſh'd that he were not to be anclothd,but 
ut clot hd u pon, with that houſe which is from Heaven. 2 Cor, 
* 5. 4. Nay, and in our bleſſed Lord himſelt, at the near 
* approach of his death ( which yet we are ſure he was 
ar | perfectly reſolv'd upon, ſatisſy'd in, and pleasd 0 
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5 his humane nature ſeem'd to ſhrink and draw back a 
little, and made him pray to his Father that, if it we re 
poſſible, that cup might paſs from bim. Matt. 26. 39. Two 


ain proofs that we muſt not judge good Men to be 


| fearful and unwilling to dye, only becauſe we ſec ſome 
ſort of ſtruggling and reluctancy in them, as death draws 


near: theſe being very often the pure effects of nature, 


and by no mcans ſigus of the inward ſenſe and deſires of 
their Souls. 


The ſum of all then is this: either that what Men are 
apt to think a fearfulneſs and unwillingneſs in good Men 
to dy, is not really fo, or that, ir it be, yer that it is 
not upon account of death, conſider'd purely as death 
but upon account of ſome peculiar unhappy outward 
Circumſtances, that attend it, and help to make it more 
terrible, than, in it ſelf, it would be: or elſe that it 
proceeds from bodily diſtempers and infirmities : or 
laſtly, that it is owing to a want of that due ſtrictneſs 
and exact care of our Lives, which Religion requires at 
our hands. And that, to whatever other cauſe it may 
be imputed, it can can never be imputed to any want 
of power in Righteouſneſs or Religion to arm us againſt 
theſe fears, and to make us more than conquerors over 


this King of Terrors. 


procecd to cnquire. 

Secondly, How thoſe Men ought to live, who expect 
and defire to dye a righteous Man's death; and the an- 
fwer to this is very plain and ſhort, that they muſt live 
2 righteous Man's life. That they muſt live ſoberly, rigbt- 
eonſly and godly, in this preſent world, and keep à conſcience 
void of offence towards God and towards Man; and eſpecial- 
ly that they mult frequently exerciſe themſelves in thoſe 
Duties, which have a more immediate tendency to fir 
and prepare them for death, ſuch as Self-denial, Morti- 

fication, Retirement, Heavenly mindedneſs, Prayer, reading 
good Books, &c. And that no other way but this will do 
is evident, becauſe all the joys and comforts of a righte- 
ous Man upon his Death-bed ; and all his pick 
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| (13) 1 
after death, are the natural and judicial effects and c- 
ſequences of his good Life. Peace, as the Prophet I/atab 
well obſerves, 4 the work of rigtheouſneſs; and the effect of it 
quietneſs and aſſurance for ever. Iſa. 32.17. Becauſe the rights 
ous Man hath accuſtom'd himſelf to deſpiſe this world, 
to live above it, and to be a ſtranger to it, therefore can 
he, with great eaſe, part with it. Becauſe he has un- 
derſtood the worth and excellency of the Soul, above 
that of the Body, and has led a ſpiritual Life, and has 
chiefly delighted in and valuꝰd ſpiritual Pleaſures; there- 
fore can he pur off his body, without any great unwil- 
lingneſs, and go with joy and comfort into the world of 
Spirits. Laſtly, becauſe he hath made it his conſtant 
care to behave himſelf ſo, upon all acconts, as he knew 
would render him moſt acceptable to God, and intitle 
him to the bleſſings of another life, promisd by his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, in the Goſpel ; therefore can he enter up- 
on this new life, with the greateſt cheerfulneſs and ala- 
crity imaginable, with joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 

And, tor the ſame reaſon, becauſe the wicked Man 
has all along plac'd his utmoſt hope and happineſs in 
this Warld and the things of it; therefore can he not 
ever be willing to leave it, but mult be even forc'd and 
rorn, with violence, from it. Becauſe he has accuſtom'd 
himſelf to reliſh none but bodily pleaſures, and has ne- 
ver had any right taſt or apprehenſion of ſpiritual ones, 
therefore will he dread the thoughts of being ſtripp'd of 
his beloy'd body, and becoming all Spirit, that is, ac- 
cording to his notions of things, all miſery : Once more, 
becauſe he has liv'd ſo as to have provok'd God, and to 
have drawn upon himſelf all the miſeries of that future 
State, threatn'd againſt Sinners in the Goſpel , there- 
fore mult he neceſſarily dread the entring into this fu- 
ture State: this State to him, of certain and eyerlaſting 
Woe and Torment. 

As well then may we expect to gather grapes from 
Thorss, or figs from Tbiſtles, as the comforts and bleſſings 
of a righteous Man's death, from an unrighteous ws 
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Iife. No, the natures of all things, nay even of God 
himſelf, muſt be firft chang'd ; the promiſes and threat- 
nings of the Goſpel muſt be quite alter d, and made di- 
re&iy contrary to what ow now are; Cauſes muſt pro- 
duce effects, not only not like themſelves, but the moſt 
different and unlike that poſſibly can be. Cohtradicti- 
ons muſt be all reconciPd, abſurdities all yaniſh : Light 
mult become Darkneſs, and Heaven Hell, before this 
can poſſibly come to paſs. 
deny not but that an unrighteous life, may poſſibly 
end well and comfortably at the laſt, in an happy Re- 
pentance; I mean ſuch a Repentancè, as has been begun 
ome conſiderable time, before our Death, and has gi- 
yen us, by its repeated good fruits, reaſonable hopes 
and aflurances of its having been ſincere, and having 
wrought a thorough change and amendment in us. Bur 
as for à Death- bed Repentance (whatever uncovenant- 
ed mercy God may have in ſtore for it, which, tho we 
{hall not rake upon us to limit, yet we are ſure it can- 
not become ſinners to preſume upon: or however we 
may be forc'd ſometimes to adviſe Men to it, as the beſt 
thing which they can do, when they have brought 
themſelves to this miſerable ſhift) yer thus much we 


may ſafely ſay of it, that it cannot poſſibly give us the 


peace and hope and joy of a righteous Man's death; and 
that, for two very ſubſtantial reaſons, both becauſe we 
cannot be ſure that a Dead bed Repentance ſhall be ac- 
cepted of God, altho it be ſincere: and becauſe, tho 
we were ſure of this, yet it is impoſſible for us, in this 
World, to be ſure of the ſincerity of it. . 

O let us then all make haſt to repent, in our health 
and ſtrength, while there are hopes, that we may live 
to ſec the habitual eſſects of our Repentance, by which 
alone we can be able to judge of its ſincerity, and conſe- 


quently its availableneſs. And, if we are not fo happy 


as to be of the number of thoſe righteous Perſons who 
need no Repentance; yet at leaſt let us be of the num- 


ber ofrhoſe happy penitents, Who turn to the Lord, . 
e 


de may be found, and who, finding him, ſhall find in him Ly 
every thing that their Souls can thirſt after or long for. 
But this belongs properly to N | 
My third and laſt Head, under which l am to exhort 
all Men to aſe their utmoſt endeavours ſo to live, that 
they may not fail of ing 4 righteous man's death, And, 
for this purpoſe, 1 have but juſt time to put you in 
mind, that you cannot live with any tolerable caſe and 
contentment even in this world, nor enjoy the pleaſures 
of it, ſuch as they are, to the beſt advantage, without 
having firſt taken care of this. For the fear of Death 
is a molt {laviſh fear, and will all our lives long keep 
us in bondage, will mingle with and embitter all our 
Pleaſures, take off the edge, and ſpoil the reliſh of all 
our Enjoy ments. That the way to livelong is to live ſo, 
that we may not feat Death, it being the fear of this 
which inflames and heightens all our Diſtempers, and 
very often kills us, when they would not. That, when 
we come to dye, we ſhall ſtand in the utmoſt need of 
all the joys and comforts of Religion to ſupport our faint 
and drooping Spirits: that we ſhall then be willing to 
purchaſe them, at any rate, whereas they are now ealy 
to be had: and, oh dreadful reflection! that they will 
not then be to be purchas d, even tho we were able to 
give the whole world for them. And that; after death 
(ſuppoſing that we ſhonid.repent upon our Death-beds) 
it is highly improbable that our Repentance will avail 
us any thing; and, if not, we mult be utterly loſt and 
undone forever, Oh that men were wiſe, that they would 
think upon theſe things, that they would conſider their latter 
end. Deut. 32. 29. | | 
And to moſt Men will be apt to tell us that they do, 
and that, tho they are ar preſent engag'd in the ways 
of ſin, yet they fully deſign to draw off in time, to find 
a place for Repentance, and fo to bring all right at the 
lat. Andtruly I am very apt to believe, that moſt 
wicked Men do ſo deſign. But what reaſon then, in 
God's name, can they give, why they ſhould delay. ” 
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much as one moment, to put this wiſe and important 


defipn in Execution; Why they ſhould not make all 
the baſt, that poſſibly they can, to give themſelves the 
unſpeakable comfort and ſatisfaction of living without 
the fear of Death 2 Why they ſhould leave this moſt 
grand and momentous of all concernments, to innume- 
rable hazards and uncertainties, and not inſtantly ſecure 


it? Oh! how much wiſer can they be, in matters of 


infinitely leſſer value, how ſeldom do they act thus, in 
their worldly Affairs? 5 

I ſhall conclude all with the advice of the Son of Sirach 
Eccluſ. 18. 21, 22. 14. 13, 14. 5. 7. 14. 12. —— Humble 
thy ſelf before thou be ſick, and inthe time of ſins, ſhew repen- 
tance. Let nothing hinder thee to pay thy vow in due time, 
and defer not till death, to be juſtify'd. . Do good before thou 
dye, and according to thy ability, ftretch forth thy hand, De- 
fraud not thy ſelf of the good day, let not the part of a good 
defire ouer paſs thee, Make no tarrying to turn to the Lord, 
and put not off from day to day : for ſuddenly ſhall the wrath 
of the Lord come forth, and in thy ſecurity thou ſhalt be de- 
ftroy'd, and periſh in the Day of Vengeance. Remember that 


death will not be long in coming, and that the Covenant of the | 


Grave bas not been ſhew'd unto thee. ' 


God grand that we may ſeriouſly lay theſe things to 
heart, and learn to live every day, more and more 
to bs Glory, and our own eternal Salvation, through | 
Jeſus Cbriſt our Lord. 


| 


